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From Your Transition Team 

Your Transition Team continues to meet each Tuesday evening to discern what we believe to be God’s plan for our church.  The 
Team intends to provide another of its periodic updates during worship on Sunday, August 9, 2015. 
  
The Transition Team, along with the church as a whole, has been working hard and has now completed both the first and second 
Focus Points of the Intentional Interim process, “Heritage” and “Mission and Purpose.”  Together, we identified what we believe 
are Lessons Learned from Tomahawk’s Heritage and our Core Values, Mission Statement, Vision and Ministry Plan and then creat-
ed documents for each.  We are pleased to report that the church voted unanimously to endorse all these documents at the July 
19, 2015 Business Meeting.   
 
The Transition Team is grateful for the congregation’s invaluable support, participation and invites each of you to take a moment 
and celebrate the fellowship and love that made these first two steps conclude so successfully.  Copies of the final Lessons 
Learned, Core Values, Vision and Ministry Plan are available at the Welcome Center, in the Sanctuary Foyer and the church Office. 
 
The Team has now moved onto the third focus point, Leadership.  This point requires us to evaluate our leadership structure and 
supporting documents to determine what our church should look like to enable us to live out our Vision and implement our Minis-
try Plan.  The Team has already taken steps to accomplish this goal. 
 
First, the Constitution Committee and Constitution Revision Team met on Sunday, August 2, 2015, to coordinate efforts on draft-
ing a workable Covenant, Constitution and By-Laws for Tomahawk.  Over the next few weeks, this group will meet and talk with all 
members of church leadership, including its committee members, Sunday School teachers and those who provide Support Minis-
tries, to obtain input and feedback on what these documents should include. 
 
Second, the Transition Team and the Deacons have been in preliminary discussions regarding the scope of lay leadership at Toma-
hawk.  We believe “Team Ministry” might be best suited to helping us live our Vision and implement our Ministry Plan.  In May, 
some of our deacons traveled to Eagle Eyrie and attended Tom Stock’s presentation on Team Ministry, “Setting Deacons Free.”  
These deacons were immediately enthusiastic about the potential for Team Ministry at Tomahawk.  To initiate a fuller discussion 
of the Team Ministry concept at Tomahawk, the deacons have invited all inactive and active deacons to attend an introductory 
video viewing of “Setting Deacons Free” on Sunday, August 9, 2015, immediately following worship.  Lunch will be provided.  
  
As we move into the future and face the challenges ahead together, the Team thanks the entire congregation for your love and 
support, your participation in the interim process.  Most of all, we thank you for your continued prayers.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robin Tarr, on behalf of the Tomahawk Baptist Church Transition Team 
 
John Bateman                               Crystal Rosse                        Sally Waldrop 
Jeff Easton                                     Darla Skinner                        Burt Walker 
Pat Jennings                                  Robin Tarr                             Pete Zangardi 
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From Your Intentional Interim Pastor 

We are now deeply engaged in the third Focus Point of our process, Leadership.  This Focus Point presents new opportunities and 
challenges for us as we seek to build upon the first two.  We are entering a season that most have been waiting for in updating or 
creating documents and  policies. Over the next couple of months, we hope to present to the congregation Drafts of updated/
revised or a new Church Constitution, Church Bylaws, Church Covenant, Personnel Manual, Financial Guidelines, Staffing Model to 
fulfill the Mission, Vision and Ministry Plan endorsed by the congregation at the July 19th Business Meeting.  In the Leadership Fo-
cus Point, we roll up our sleeves and put on paper and implement how we serve together as we move into God’s Future.  
 
 
 
Intentional Interim Pastor 

We gather for an intergenerational Fellowship Meal and activi-
ties on Wednesday evenings.  The goals of our Wednesday even-
ing activities are to: Increase Fellowship; Facilitate Growth and 
Learning; Missional Education; and to provide Rehearsal times 
for choirs.   
 
For the Fall, we hope a slight modification in the start time of 
the Fellowship Meal will lead to greater participation.  Activities 
still end as last year with the exception of the Adult Choir ending 
at 8:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 6:00 PM  Dinner & Blessing of Meal 
                  (Serving Begins @ 5:50) 

 6:30 PM  Praise Team 
                 Children’s Choirs 
                  Youth Choir               
                  Adult Studies 

 7:15 PM   Mission Friends & CIA, ends at 7:45 PM 

                  Adult Choir ends at 8:30 PM 

New Wednesday Night Schedule & Times 
Begins September 9th 

CBF of Virginia General Assembly 

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of  
Virginia General Assembly  

“Welcome Neighbour” 
Friday, September 18th  

Mechanicsville Baptist Church, 8016 Atlee Rd. Mechanicsville 
 9 AM – 5 PM.   

 
 Saturday, September 19th from 9am-2pm  

Huguenot Road Baptist Church  
Mission Morning Community Clinic 

Huguenot Road Baptist Church is located at 10525 W Huguenot 
Rd.  The General Assembly is open to all and you may register 
by using the link below or www.cbfva.org.  Registration dead-
line is September 6th.  Luncheon cost for Friday is $10 payable 
upon advance registration. 

 
http://www.cbfva.org 

Monday, September 21 
6:00 PM – 9:30 PM 

This is a great opportunity to learn from leaders in a multitude 
of church and ministry areas offered by the Central Virginia 
Baptist Ministries.  Plan to attend.  Cost is only $10.  Sign up for 
an evening of learning from others some best practices.  See 
Pastor Jim or check out at: 
http://www.mdba.org/event/leadership-development-
conference 

Cool Spring Baptist Church 
9283 Atlee Station Rd.  
Mechanicsville, 23116 

http://hrbcrichmond.org/directions/
http://www.cbfva.org
http://www.cbfva.org


Newsletter, August 2015  Page 3 

As you know by now, on Sunday, July 26, 2015, Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship, announced his resignation.  Thom-
as’ last day with us will be Sunday, August 23rd.  Since June 2012, Thomas has served Tomahawk faithfully and is to be commended 
for his service and ministry.  He has provided leadership in Christian Education, Spiritual Formation, Pastoral Care and Worship.  He 
has positively impacted this congregation by leading or facilitating congregational spiritual growth through small groups and stud-
ies.   
Thomas is gifted and his character and depth of faith have grounded him as he has served and led.  We thank God for Thomas and 
his ministry during these past three years.  Last year, he was an anchor in serving as the only full-time pastor on the staff.   
We thank God for leading Thomas to Tomahawk in 2012 and pray for God’s continued guidance and blessing on Thomas and his 
family.  Make plans to celebrate Thomas, Cara, and their children in a reception following worship on his last Sunday with us, Au-
gust 23. 

From Your  Music Director 

We are excited that after months of advertising and considering different candidates, we have hired a part time organist!   Kenny 
Taggart grew up in Chesterfield County and graduated  from Clover Hill High School and VCU, where he majored in music and mi-
nored in Religious Studies. For the past eight years, he has served as organist and choir director at Main Street United Methodist 
Church in Bedford, where he oversaw a program of two adult choirs, two handbell choirs, and several small ensembles.   Now he 
has moved back to the Richmond area, and will be our organist three Sundays each month.  Due to budget constraints, I will play 
the piano on the fourth Sunday, as I have been doing all summer. 
 
Please welcome Kenny, his daughter Cassie, and his girlfriend Macie!  They have attended our Sunday service several times over 
the past month, so you may already have met them.  We look forward to August 9, Kenny's first Sunday.  It will be wonderful to 
hear music from the organ once again!  
 
The Sanctuary Choir resumes rehearsals on August 19 and 26, takes a break on September 2, and returns to start a new fall season 
on the Wednesday after Labor Day, September 9.  We would love to have new members!  If you've ever considered singing or 
have sung in the past and gotten out of it for a awhile, we would love to have you!  Please think about attending the Wednesday 
night dinner and staying after for choir.  Or if your schedule doesn't allow for dinner, attend just our rehearsal.  We will meet at 
7:00 on the August dates, and at 7:15 per the new Wednesday night schedule, beginning in September.   We would love to have 
you! 

 
Looking forward to seeing you in church this summer! 
Susan 
 

Guys and Dolls 

Lunch at Cracker Barrel 
Monday, August 24 at 

11:30a.m. 

Special Called Business 
Meeting 

Sunday, August 16 at 6:00p.m. 
Fellowship Hall  

Budget Action Plan 
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Thank you for all your donations for Mercy Mall. From backpacks, to shoes, to 
clothing, to food, It is wonderful to have this ministry as part of our mission 
work, but it cannot be executed without your help. Please continue to watch 
the bulletin board for next months "12 Months of Mercy" donation need. 
Thank you again for all your support. 

 

From Your  Missions Director 

Dear Tomahawk friends, 

Thank you for the graduation 
luncheon. The Bible, book and 
blanket were very special gifts. ~ 
Love, Will Gordon 

 
Congratulations to Cla and Janice Meredith in the 
birth of their grandson, Wallace Giles Meredith on 
July 14, 2015. Happy parents are Cla and Natalie 
Meredith. 

During these hot summer months, you are invited and 
encouraged to dress comfortably for worship. If you are 
most comfortable worshipping in a suit or a dress, then 
by all means, do so! If you’d prefer to wear shorts and a 
polo shirt, feel free! If khakis or jeans or a skirt is your 
thing, please wear them! However you choose to dress, 
please know that we care more about your presence as 
we worship God together than we do about what you’re 
wearing.  

“People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.” -1 Samuel 16:7 

Do you have room in your heart and home for a child in need?  Do you want to make a positive difference in the life of a child?  
Have you considered becoming a foster parent?  HopeTree Family Services’ Foster Care program provides the training and sup-
port that enables you to be the foster parent kids throughout Virginia need right now.  To hear more about this opportunity, 
please come to our next Orientation Session which will be held at: 

HopeTree Foster Care Office, 
3309 West Hundred Road, 

Chester, VA 23831  
On August 10, 2015 from 6:00—7:00 pm. 

Call (804) 201-9006 or  

Guest Speaker 

Rev. Gannon Sims 
August 31 Morning Worship 

Rev. Gannon Sims will be a guest 

speaker on Sunday, August 31st during 

morning Worship.  Gannon, an or-

dained Baptist Minister, is the Direc-

tor of Communications and Network-

ing of Fresh Expressions, USA, and the Associate Collegiate 

Minister at the University of Mary Washington in Freder-

icksburg.  Gannon’s passion is facilitating churches discover-

ing new ways to be Church in the community.  You will 

want to hear him. 

Deacons Meeting 
Sunday, August 9th, 12 Noon 

All Active and Inactive Deacons are invited to the August 9th 
meeting in the Fellowship Hall following worship.  The focus of this 
meeting is to explore Deacon led Team Ministry.  For some time, 
Tomahawk Deacons have wanted to implement Team Ministry to 
enhance their ministry to the congregation and for greater congre-
gational engagement.   

Four Deacons attended the “Setting Deacons Free” session at the 

May Leadership Gathering at Eagle Eyrie.  This Team Approach was 

designed by Dr. Tom Stocks of the Baptist General Association of 

Virginia and has proven beneficial and successful to enhance con-

gregational life in other congregations.  We will view Dr. Stock’s 

video, “Setting Deacons Free” to explore this congregational wide 

ministry.  Lunch will be provided. 

https://www.hopetreefs.org/


Page 5 Newsletter, August 2015  

Thank you! 

We brought the Bible Back to Summer and definitely Splashed in God's Word!  On Saturday, July 25th, we held our BBS family 
event here at TBC on a beautiful sunny day!  In all, 26 children attended and we collected 71 canned good items for Mercy 
Mall!  The children had a great time learning about the bible story Noah's Ark and the message that God Keeps His Promises!  We 
all gathered in the morning at our Opening Worship and saw an awesome skit performed by Noah and several of our youth (The 
TBC News Crew - Brooke Easton, Matthew Zangardi, Josh Liebgott & Hannah Walker) and learned two songs led by our Music 
leaders (Brent Walker, John Bateman, & Crystal Breedlove).  The children then broke out into smaller groups and Shepherds guid-
ed them to 4 fun activity stations - Storytime, Art, (Water) Games, and Snack.  There was also a Watermelon Cooling Station, lots 
of canopy tent shade and the music played all day!  Even special visitors stopped by for the day - Noah and Mrs. Noah (Ralph & 
Elsie Dillard) and also Tucker the pig!   We had lots of adult and youth volunteers help us to make this event a great success and 
we'd like to say a HUGE Thank you!!!  Also, a big thank you to everyone who donated money and/or items and equipment need-
ed.  We couldn't have done this without your support! 

Sincerely, 

The BBS Team - Burt Walker, Elaine Liebgott, and Sue Stout 

Mission Experience to the Holy Land 

May 9-18, 2016 

 

In celebration of Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s 25th Anniversary Celebration, CBFVA will make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
During this pilgrimage, you are invited to travel the roads Christ walked, adding depth to your faith, and priceless stories for a 
better understanding of Holy Scripture.  
Duration: 10 Days from May 9-18, 2016 Cost: $3,600 per person. This is all-inclusive with the exception of lunches and souvenirs. 
This cost is based upon double occupancy in the hotel. If you have a specific individual you would like to room with during the pil-
grimage, please let us know when you register. If not, you will be assigned a roommate.  
Resident Theologian: Dr. Art Wright Dr. Art Wright, New Testament Scholar at BTSR, will accompany our group on the Mission Im-
mersion to the Holy Land. Along with a local tour guide, Dr. Wright will offer historical and theological reflection along the journey.  
Payment Plan: $300 at time of Registration $1,500 additional payment by December 1, 2015 $1,800 final additional payment by 
February 15, 2016 Travel to/from Dulles International Airport: Participants will be responsible for getting to/from Dulles Airport. 
There may be a group transport available for the team.  
Travel Insurance: Participants are responsible for their own travel insurance.  
Host Tour Company: Logistics for the Mission Immersion Experience will be handled by Holy 
Land Tours.  
For more information contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org or www.cbfva.org 

mailto:msnipes@cbfva.org
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JULY 19, 2015 Business Meeting Highlights 
 

 TBC hosted June meeting of the Middle District Baptist Association (MDBA).  MDBA sent mission team to Sandlbast Island on 
dental and eye care mission.  Ministry House in Powhatan being built by MDBA.  Roland Jordan has assisted with this.  

 Robert’s Rules of Order class will be offered 

 Transition Team Report-  

 Motion made by Transition Team and passed by congregation to endorse Heritage Lessons Learned. 

 Motion made by Transition Team and passed by congregation to endorse Core Values presented by Transition Team.   

 Motion made by Transition Team and passed to endorse the proposed TBC Mission, Vision and Ministry Plan. 

 Motion made by Administrative Council to appoint an ad hoc committee of two, “Highway Monitors,” to track any proposed 
changes of Hull Street Road West exit off 288.  Admin Council to appoint the two.  Motion passed. 

 Nominating Committee presented 2015-2016 Leadership and Church Officer slate.  No motion made. 

 Budget Committee presented January - June Financial update.   
Mortgage balance of $445, 800.22, monthly payment is $7,900. 
Actual Year to Date Giving/Income are $164,322.99. 
Actual Year to Date Expenses is $208,883.83.   
Expenses, while below budget, exceed Giving/Income by $44,560.84 
If current Giving/Income and Expense patterns continue, then reserves will be depleted by end of September. 
Complete report available in church office. 

 Cemetery Committee updated on headstone repair and contact of family of stone never placed 

 Personnel Committee shared that job descriptions being completed, volunteers needed to clean church facilities during custo-
dian’s medical leave; continuing to interview for organist. 

 Building and Grounds Team thanked all who have donated time, supplies, plaques, and water damaged wall & AC now re-
paired. 

 Beautification Team reported  

 $3K memorial donation for sanctuary shades.   

 Curtains for sound room cost is $450 and replacement blinds in hallway cost is $600.  If funds are available. 

 Mission Committee reported Shoes and Backpacks to Mercy Mall through July. 

 Motion from the floor made, amended and passed to freeze hiring of Youth Minister until January 1, 2016. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry extends its appreciation to Donna Walker for her help in starting and maintaining 
our scrapbook.  Now we need YOUR help!   
 

We have bulletins, but are missing pictures from the following events:  Baby Dedication, May 11, 2014; Ba-
by Dedication, May 10, 2015; and High School Graduates, June 7, 2015. 
 

If you have pictures from these events and would allow us to include them in the scrapbook, please label them, and turn them in 
to the church office by August 31.  We will take care of scanning and/or printing them for our use, returning the originals to 
you.  If you submit extra copies and don’t need them back, please write “do not return” on the picture or envelope they are in.   
 

Our thanks to you for the pictures and the wonderful support you extend to the Prayer Shawl Ministry efforts.  

From the Church Office 

Change of Address: 
Rick and Susan Kish, 3135 French Hill Drive, Powhatan, 23139 
Jeanette Johnson, 1300 Creekglen Lane, Apt. A, Midlothian, 23114 
Please notify the office with any new addresses, emails, etc., so we can keep our records current.  
 
Looking Ahead: 
The church office will be closed Monday, September 7 for the Labor Day Holiday. Please have all submissions for the September 
newsletter to the office by Monday, August 24. 
 
Summer Fun: 
There are discount tickets to Kings Dominion and Rockwood Golf Park in the office for anyone who would like them! 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Mildred Bellamy 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Rick Graves 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Josh Liebgott 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Cla Meredith 
Beckett Walker 
Rhea Ziesmer 
 

Friends and Family  
Jerry Cunningham 
Family of Jean Fore  
Chris & Jeanette Johnson 
Family of Mac Kitchen 
Parker Mann 
Janet Morrisett 
Brenda Philbin 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  
 
Intentional Interim Process 
Transition Team 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Earl Cheatham—561.2890 
Sue Stout—378.2358 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 

is full, we will take the food to Mercy Mall to be given to  
people who need it. 

 
LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  on 
the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request 
forms are located there as well.  

 



Page 8 Newsletter, August 2015  

Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

 trawls@tomahawkchurch.org 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

4 
Transition Team 

Meeting 7:00p.m. 

5 6 7 8 

9 
Deacon Meeting 

after worship 

10 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

11 
Transition Team 

Meeting 7:00p.m. 

12 13 14 15 

16 
Special Called  

Business Meeting 
6:00p.m.—Action 
Plan 

17 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30a.m. 

18 
Transition Team 

Meeting 7:00p.m. 

19 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
7:00p.m. 

20 21 22 

23 
Reception for  

Thomas Rawls after 
worship 

24 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

Guys and Dolls 
Lunch at Cracker 
Barrel 11:30a.m. 

25 
Transition Team 

Meeting 7:00p.m. 

26 
Choir Rehearsal 

7:00p.m. 

27 28 29 

30 31 
PSM 10:30a.m. 

     


